
Discretionary Business Grants
The first round of applications for the Discretionary Grant received 143 eligible applications. There are still applications being processed so any businesses who received a claim reference will be contacted to confirm whether or not their application has been successful.
The second phase of the Discretionary Grant, aims to reach more businesses who have been unable to access any financial support including retail, hospitality and leisure businesses with a rateable value between £51k and £71k, Early Years providers and small businesses who have three of more employees.
For details of how apply, please refer towns and parishes to our website, where this information will be live from Friday 3 July

Joint statement on tackling climate change from Babergh and Mid Suffolk’s political group leaders
The political make up of our councils is varied and diverse, but we are united in our view that the climate emergency is the biggest issue that affects us all, alongside responding to and supporting our communities’ recovery from COVID-19.
Read the full story here.
 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk’s blueprint for a sustainable future
Councillors are set to consider a raft of environmental measures to help Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils achieve their ambition of becoming carbon neutral by 2030.
Read the full story here.
 
Celebrations for Armed Forces Week to soldier on
During Armed Forces Week, residents across Babergh and Mid Suffolk were asked to share a salute in appreciation of our armed forces community. 
Read the full story here.
 
Green light for new homes brings benefits for Boxford
Babergh District Council recently approved outline planning permission for 64 homes in Boxford – bringing a raft of community benefits, including 22 affordable homes and five acres of public open space.
Read the full story here.
 
Play your part in creating a safer Suffolk
Suffolk residents are being asked to play their part in reducing infection and shopping local as businesses re-open across the county.
Read the full story here.
 
Councils to consider CIFCO Business Plan for 2020/21
CIFCO’s annual Business Plan is on the agenda for Councillors over the next few weeks, as the property investment company continues to weather the coronavirus storm and to provide Babergh and Mid Suffolk with vital funding to aid the districts’ recovery.
Read the full story here.
 
COVID-19 forces re-think for future of Sudbury Town centre
Plans for the future of Sudbury town centre – including a hotel and restaurant at Belle Vue – are back on the drawing board, due to the impact of the coronavirus pandemic.
Read the full story here.
 
Funding boost of nearly £300,000 for Babergh communities
Communities are set to receive funding totalling £299,000 for local projects, including the regeneration of St Peter’s in Sudbury, a community venue in Chelsworth and play area in Newton.
Read the full story here.
 
Council committee approves Acton development
Babergh District Council recently approved full planning permission for 100 homes to be built in Acton, including 35 affordable homes.
Read the full story here.
 
Re-opening of village halls and community buildings
The Government has announced that village halls and community buildings are able to open from Saturday 4 July, as part of the easing of lockdown restrictions. The guidance documents, issued by Government on 30 June, provide information on the safe re-opening of village halls and community buildings - including making sure the hall is kept as clean as possible and that social distancing is still adhered to.

Updated position on the collection of CIL
Babergh District Council is now returning to normal arrangements for the collection of CIL, following the deferred payment scheme offered to housebuilders in the district between April and June 2020.
Read the full story here
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