An update on Covid-19 in Suffolk
Regular bulletins continue to be produced to give a snapshot of the current Covid-19 situation in Suffolk - along with updates on the work being carried out as part of Suffolk’s Local Outbreak Control Plan. You can find the bulletins through existing fortnightly updates for councillors, or via the Suffolk County Council website.
An update on the vaccine rollout can be found on the SNEE NHS COVID-19 Vaccination Service website.
We continue to play our part in response to the pandemic, alongside public sector colleagues within the Suffolk Resilience Forum, supporting in the event of local outbreaks as well as continuing to offer support to our communities and businesses (see info below on our latest business grants).
Over the last month, we have seen increasing numbers of Covid-19 cases of the variant of concern (B.1.617.2), which first originated in India.  This rise of cases is in line with the rest of the country.  Several of Suffolk’s cases are in neighbouring Mid Suffolk, and have been linked to a known outbreak in the Needham Market area where a programme of PCR testing of residents is on-going.  Read the full story here
Business grants to boost economic recovery in Babergh
A ‘Back to Business’ grant, designed to deliver an economic boost and support recovery from Covid is now available to businesses and not-for-profit organisations in Babergh.  Read the full story
There is also further support available to support the recovery of local businesses reopening after lockdown but unable to access the Government’s Restart Grant scheme. Read the full story
Babergh communities benefit from £621,000 of council grants
Babergh District Council approved community grants totalling £621,939 during the 2020/21 financial year – providing vital funding for organisations responding to Covid-19, sports and leisure facilities, and community venues across the district. Read the full story
New Chairman elected
Babergh District Council has named Cllr Adrian Osborne as its new Chairman. Cllr Osborne, who represents Sudbury South East, was elected the new Chairman at Babergh’s Annual Council meeting in May.  Read the full story here
 
Councils submit Joint Local Plan for examination
Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils have submitted their Joint Local Plan for independent examination by the Secretary of State later this month.  Read the full story
Hadleigh to fly the flag for Armed Forces Week
Hadleigh is due to host Suffolk’s annual Armed Forces Week celebrations during June – providing opportunity for the county’s residents to show their appreciation for our brave armed forces community.
Armed Forces Week is marked by Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils each year as part of their continued commitment to The Armed Forces Covenant.  Read the full story here
National retailer to pay over £60k for food hygiene breaches
A national retailer has been fined over £60k, for food hygiene offences committed at their McColl’s store on Market Hill in Sudbury. Read the full story here
Committee defers decision on Boxford homes
Babergh District Council’s planning committee voted unanimously to defer a decision on outline planning permission for 64 homes last month – ensuring concerns raised by Boxford’s community about proposals can be investigated further.  Read the full story here
Hadleigh food project hopes to provide recipe for success
Babergh District Council has partnered with a local deli to offer free cookery classes to the district’s most vulnerable residents – enabling participants to learn vital new skills and form lasting friendships.  Read the full story here
Investment helps deliver Sudbury Vision
The vision for Sudbury has taken a further step forward with the exchange of contracts on the sale of Belle Vue House and the northern part of the old swimming pool site. Read the full story
Rough sleeping initiative
Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils have received £403,154 to help rough sleepers across the districts off the streets, following a successful joint bid for funding. Find out more here
Helping us SCRAP fly tipping
Since lockdown, fly tipping has sadly been on the rise, with our teams now collecting double the amount of fly tips than they were last year. Read the full story here
We need you help to share the message among our towns and parishes to help tackle this blight on our countryside.
We’d encourage you to look at the information available on the Suffolk Recycling website which includes a leaflet and other helpful resources. Please also share your own social media posts or tweet those produced on the Suffolk Recycling or district council channels.
Please also remind residents to report fly tips to us via our website – which included a recently updated tool to make it more mobile friendly and include a map to help report “from the scene” - so we can investigate and clear them as soon as possible.

Free outdoor fitness craze starts in Suffolk
The largest free outdoor fitness and online craze started in May in Suffolk. Our Parks offers free outdoor family exercise classes such as HIIT, Bootcamp and Full Body workout classes weekly for local residents. Events run until the end of October 2021. Find out more here

Funding available for town and parish ‘green’ projects
Finally, is your town/parish aware of the grant and funding opportunities available for energy and environmental activities?
 
Whether you are a public sector organisation, business, community group or charity, help is available to fund your green projects. Find out more here
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