Parish of Stanstead

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council

Held on Thursday, 24th September 2015
Present     Cllr. J. Boyes, Cllr. N. Theobald, Cllr C. Johnsen, Cllr. A. Cleveland, Cllr D Wilson Mr S Plumb (BDC), Mr R Kemp (SCC)
(Meeting declared open at 8pm) 

01.09.15    The Chairman welcomed those present to the meeting, opening business at 20.00 hours. Apologies were received from Cllr. G. Lee, Mr M Holt(BDC)
02.09.15    There were no declarations of interest at this meeting.
03.09.15    All were in agreement to sign the minutes of the 30th July, and 3rd August as a true record.
04.09.15    Meeting was suspended at 20:15hours to receive comments/ comments.
1. Police Report. No report
2. County Councillors Report. This was given and is attached to these minutes and available on Stanstead Village Website. Richard Kemp advised that all Council Houses are having carbon monoxide detectors installed. The Parish Clerk was asked to check to if the Community Centre needed a carbon monoxide detector
3. District Councillors Report. District Councillor S Plumb advised that all planning decisions and applications are forwarded to the Parish Clerk who emails them to all the councillors. The Parish Council asked if the wooden structure being built at 1 Norman Cottages needed planning permission and the Parish Clerk was asked to contact the Planning Department at Babergh District Council and copy in County Cllr R Kemp and District Councillor S Plumb. 
The Meeting was reconvened at 20:45hrs 

05.09.15    Playground
1. Weekly inspection showed no new areas of concern.

2. Three quotes are being obtained by Parish Clerk with Councillor Theobold for a 3 foot fence to be installed at the rear of the playground
3. Purchase of new bark at the cost of £135 was approved.

06.09.15   Cutting back of hedge behind phone box had been agreed at the last meeting and Councillor Boyes would arrange with Nick Garwood to cut it.
07.09.15    Ways of enhancing and updating the appearance of the Community Centre are in progress and contractors have been chosen to carry out the work.
08.09.15 Update on broken posts for signboard in Upper Street. Councillor Cleveland has ordered the post and has given the invoice to the clerk.
09.09.15
Concerns from the residents of Cranmore Green Farmhouse and Cranmore Green Barn about the speed of cars entering the village along that stretch of road were discussed and County Councillor Kemp advised that he had been informed that no restriction would be imposed as the necessary requirements had not been met.
10.09.15
Approval was given for the service of the church tower clock at a cost of £175

11.09.15
Tarmacing path no 8 was discussed and Richard Kemp advised that he would look into it with SCC
12.09.15  A pot hole and dip in Lower Street was discussed and the Parish Clerk advised that Suffolk County Council were responsible for repairs and provision is made for individuals to report such matters on the SCC website, councillors agreed they would report them.

13.09.15  A pot hole in The Hill and rainwater causing stones to block drains was discussed and the Parish Clerk advised that Suffolk County Council were responsible for repairs and provision is made for individuals to report such matters on the SCC website, councillors agreed they would report them.

14.09.15   Meeting dates were set for 2016 as below
· 28th January

· 31st March

· 26th May

· 28th July

· 29th September

· 24th November

15.09.15  Clerk’s Report was received and approved
Following the report the council approved the purchase of a laptop at a cost up to £350 and a scanner up to £100. This money will be refunded by a government fund. The Clerk was asked to look at an internet connection for the council and if this can be funded to go ahead.
16.09.15         
Financial Matters:

1. Invoices and payments since the last meeting were approved.
2. Receipts since the last meeting were approved.

3. The Statement of Account was approved.
17.09.15 The Clerk left the room and his position and three months’ probation were discussed.

The Clerk was invited back into the room and was advised that the Council were happy with his work and progress and offered him the job permanently. The Clerk thanked the council members and accepted the position. It was agreed that the Clerk gets a contract drafted with the help of SALC. 
18.09.15     Councillors were asked if there were any matter they wanted to discuss at the next meeting of the Parish Council and were reminded that the Clerk needs to be told at least four days before that meeting.   
.  
Meeting was declared closed at 21:25 hours

Date of next full meeting    Thursday 26thth November 2015 at 8:00pm
Enquiries to Roy Weedon, 01787 281572 or email stansteadpc@gmail.com

