 Parish of Stanstead

Draft Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council

Held on Thursday, 24th November 2016
Present     Cllr J. Boyes, Cllr A. Cleveland, Cllr D. Wilson, Cllr N. Theobald, Cllr G. Lee, Mr M. Holt(BDC), and Mr S. Plumb (BDC), 
01.01.17
The Chairman welcomed those present to the meeting, opening business at 20.15 hours. Apologies were received from Cllr C. Johnsen and Mr D Kemp (SCC).
02.01.17    There were no declarations of interest. 
03.01.17    There were no Applications for Dispensation.
04.01.17    All unanimously agreed to sign the minutes of 24th November 2016 and 19th December 2016 as true records.
05.01.17    Public Forum.
1. There were eleven members of the public present and the chair invited them to speak. The main concerns were:
· The possibility of the ditch overflowing on the north side of Lower Street

· Erosion of the public footpath 8 which runs alongside the ditch.

· Who is responsible for the ditch alongside the footpath?
· Residents of properties on the south side of Lower Street had been given 28 days’ notice to clear the ditch alongside their properties.

· Had the potential for flooding been made worse by the digging out of the ditch alongside the “Old White Hart” pub.

· The need for a long-term strategy to reduce the risk of flooding.
The Chair suggested that a public meeting be arranged with Suffolk County Council and other interested parties to discuss the problems with the ditch and what can be done in the future.
The Clerk informed the meeting of the limited legal obligations of the Parish Council and explained that normally maintenance of ditches is the responsibility of the landowners who abutted the ditch. This is known as being a riparian landowner. For a flood risk assessment to be made the local risk management authority needs to be informed and in Suffolk this is Suffolk County Council.
2. Police Report. None.
3. County Councillors Report. As County Cllr Kemp was unable to attend there was no verbal report but the monthly report is available on the village website. 
4. District Councillors Report. Babergh District Council has started moving to Endeavour House in Ipswich. There will be satellite hubs in Sudbury and Stowmarket. Babergh DC are introducing a new website.
06.01.17
Discuss local ditch near Lower Street.

Following the discussions in the earlier public forum the members it was agreed that as a council there was little that could legally be done but did sympathise with the residents’ concerns.  It was agreed to facilitate a public meeting to discuss the concerns and the clerk was requested to contact the necessary officers from Suffolk County Council, Babergh District Council, County Cllr Richard Kemp and other interested parties.
07.01.17
To Consider Planning Applications

Applications Received:  
B/17/00025 | Notification under Part 6 of Schedule 2 of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 2015- Erection of a general purpose agricultural building | Bretteston Hall, Upper Street, Stanstead, SUDBURY, CO10 9AT

The addition of solar panels to a farm building that did not need planning permission the members asked the clerk to write to Babergh Planning requesting that the solar panels are coloured black so that they would not be too obtrusive.
Previous Applications:

The following application decision by Babergh was noted.

B/16/01265 | Outline- Erection of 1 no. dwelling. | Highbank Nursery, The Hill, Stanstead, SUDBURY, CO10 9AP  - Pending Decision

B/16/01576 | Erection of 1 no. pair semi-detached two-storey dwellings and improvement to existing vehicular access | 1 Barnfield Cottages, Upper Street, Stanstead, SUDBURY, CO10 9AU - Pending Decision
The members were surprised that no decisions had been made yet on the above two applications yet but Cllr D Wilson said it may be because of the move of offices by Babergh DC. 
08.01.17    Playground
To receive an update regarding weekly inspection – No issues were recorded
09.01.17
Clerks Annual Salary Award 
The members unanimously agreed to raise the scale from SCP 19 to SCP 20 in line with the national salary award agreed by the National Joint Council for Local Government Services.
10.01.17
The Clerk has requested a quotation for an electric winder but Cllr Theobold advised the meeting that the clock had stopped. The clerk was requested to arrange a repair in liaison with Cllr Theobold.
11.01.17

The Precept for 2017/2018 was discussed and it was agreed to set it at £8322.00
12.01.17
Clerk Report. 
The clerk mentioned that many residents of Stanstead had made positive comments about the pathway alongside The Hill being cleared and since the signs had been put up requesting dog owners to clear up after their dogs the path was much cleaner.
13.01.17
Financial Matters:

· Invoices/accounts for payment since the last meeting approved.

· Receipts since last meeting were approved.

· Statement of Account were approved.

14.01.17     Councillors were asked if there were any matter they wanted to discuss at the next meeting of the Parish Council and were reminded that the Clerk needs to be told at least four days before that meeting. 
Meeting was declared closed at 22:15 hours.
Date of next full meeting: Monday 27th March 2017 at 8:15pm
(The agenda can be seen on the village website http://stanstead.onesuffolk.net/ )
Enquiries to Roy Weedon email stansteadpc@gmail.com

