 Parish of Stanstead

Draft Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council

Held on Monday 27th March 2017
Present     Cllr J. Boyes, Cllr A. Cleveland, Cllr D. Wilson, Cllr N. Theobald, Cllr G. Lee, Cllr C. Johnsen, Mr D Kemp (SCC), Mr M. Holt (BDC), and Mr S. Plumb (BDC), 
01.03.17
The Chairman welcomed those present to the meeting, opening business at 20.30 hours. No apologies were received.
02.03.17    There were no declarations of interest. 
03.03.17    There were no Applications for Dispensation.
04.03.17    All unanimously agreed to sign the minutes of 30th January 2017 as a true record.
05.03.17    Public Forum.
1. There were no members of the public present.
2. Police Report. None but the clerk had been advised that a police representative will be present at the Annual Parish Meeting on Monday April 24nd April 2017.
3. County Councillors Report. County Cllr Kemp reported that the council are concentrating on mental health. There is a recruitment drive for firefighters and it was noted that 66% of firefighters in the county are volunteers. A full monthly report is available on the village website.
Cllr Kemp advised that he would be contacting the pathways department about the path behind the community centre. 
4. District Councillors Report. It was reported things were a bit quiet now but there has been a delay in planning applications being decided due to the implications of the successful Judicial Review submitted by East Bergholt. More details to follow regarding CS11 & CS2.
06.03.17
Historic Minutes



The clerk reported that he had been given minutes from the formation of Stanstead Parish Council on December 4th 1894. It was decided that it would be a good idea to bring them to the Annual Parish Meeting and read some of the minutes at that meeting. It was also decided that the clerk should store the minutes in the Public Records Office.
07.03.17
To Consider Planning Applications

Applications Received:  
None
Previous Applications:

The following application decision by Babergh was noted.

B/16/01265 | Outline- Erection of 1 no. dwelling. | Highbank Nursery, The Hill, Stanstead, SUDBURY, CO10 9AP - Pending Decision

B/16/01576 | Erection of 1 no. pair semi-detached two-storey dwellings and improvement to existing vehicular access | 1 Barnfield Cottages, Upper Street, Stanstead, SUDBURY, CO10 9AU - Pending Decision
08.03.17    Playground
Cllr Boyes reported that the play area was covered in twigs but this had now been cleared ready for cutting.
09.03.17
Neighbourhood Plan.
The clerk read the main definition of a Neighbourhood Plan and District Councillor Plumb was invited to explain a bit more from his experience and he suggested some of the advantages and disadvantages. It was decided to look at pursuing this further and to include it in the Annual Parish Meeting for discussion.
10.03.17
Clock for Church Tower

The Clerk has received only one quotation for an electric winder at a cost of £6,440. One other company had been approached but they no longer do installations only manufacturing. Before a decision is to be made the clerk was asked to get confirmation that the price included all electrical installation. The clerk was also asked to look at getting a quotation for an electric clock.

It was noted that before any work could proceed permission would be needed from the church authorities. 
11.03.17
Clerk Report. 
1. The clerk reported that he had the dates for the annual audit. The audit must be approved by the council no later than 2nd July 2017 & submitted by 10th July 2017.
2. The clerk reported that two local contractors had been approached to quote for grass cutting. One had declined the offer and the other had quoted £135 per cut in total. This was unanimously accepted by the council. Cllr Boyes to contact to arrange the first cut.
3. Both the printer and the laminator had broken down. The chair approved the purchase of replacements by the clerk and this was unanimously approved by council. Both items to be included in the Councils “Register of Assets”.
4. The clerk reported that he had received a reply about the ditches near Lower Street from the County Council who are now happy with the flow since some clearance work had been done. No reply has yet been received about the pathways but Cllr Kemp said that he would chase this up by email. It was decided to put a public meeting on hold.

12.03.17
Financial Matters:

· Invoices/accounts for payment since the last meeting approved.

· Receipts since last meeting were approved.

· Statement of Account were approved.
13.03.17 
Councillors were asked if there were any matter they wanted to discuss at the next meeting of the Parish Council and were reminded that the Clerk needs to be told at least four days before that meeting. 
Meeting was declared closed at 22:15 hours.
Date of next full meeting: Monday 22nd May 2017 at 8:30pm
(The agenda can be seen on the village website http://stanstead.onesuffolk.net/ )
Enquiries to Roy Weedon email stansteadpc@gmail.com

