 Parish of Stanstead

Draft Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council

Held on Monday 22nd May 2017
Present     Cllr J. Boyes, Cllr A. Cleveland, Cllr D. Wilson, Cllr N. Theobald, Cllr G. Lee, Cllr C. Johnsen, Mr D Kemp (SCC), Mr M. Holt (BDC), and Mr S. Plumb (BDC).

01.05.17
Cllr Jean Boyes was unanimously re-elected as chair
02.05.17   Cllr Graham Lee was unanimously re-elected as vice-chair

03.05.17
The Chairman welcomed those present to the meeting, opening business at 20.30 hours. Apologies were received from Cllr G. Lee and Cllr A. Cleveland.

04.05.17   There were no declarations of interest. 
05.05.17   There were no Applications for Dispensation.
06.05.17   All unanimously agreed to sign the minutes of 27th March 2017 as a true record.
07.05.17    Public Forum.
1. There were no members of the public present.
2. Police Report. These can now be seen on the police website as there will be no representation at council meetings.
3. County Councillors Report. County Cllr Kemp gave a resume of the County Council report amd the new breakdown of the newly elected council. He advised that there is £160,000 available in the Locality Budget.
4. District Councillors Report. There is a new procedure for planning applications that should replace paperwork and reduce delays.
08.05.17
To Consider Planning Applications

Applications Received:

B/17/01024 | Rebuilding boundary wall. | Fern Cottage, Upper Street, Stanstead, SUDBURY, CO10 9AT

The Parish Council unanimously voted to support this application

Previous Applications:

B/16/01265 | Outline- Erection of 1 no. dwelling. | Highbank Nursery, The Hill, Stanstead, SUDBURY, CO10 9AP - Passed

B/16/01576 | Erection of 1 no. pair semi-detached two-storey dwellings and improvement to existing vehicular access | 1 Barnfield Cottages, Upper Street, Stanstead, SUDBURY, CO10 9AU – Refused

The Parish Council noted the above decisions and were disappointed that both decisions contrasted with the views expressed by the Parish Council.
09.05.17    Playground
Cllr Boyes reported that the play area was looking good but would soon need some further cutting of the surrounding hedges.
10.05.17
Neighbourhood Plan.
It was decided to discuss this further at the next meeting when a full report from Babergh should be available especially in regard to the five-year building supply. It was agreed that it would probably be of no benefit to have a joint plan with Glemsford. 
11.05.17
Clock for Church Tower

As requested the Clerk had looked into the possibility of an electric clock instead of an electric winder but had been advised that this was not available in this situation. It was unanimously decided to purchase the winding mechanism at a cost of £6440 plus electrical supply, with some of the cost to come from the Clock Tower Fund. Lynne Ryder Secretary to the PCC to be advised accordingly. 

12.05.17
Churchyard Maintenance

The Parish Council accepted the quotation for the churchyard maintenance at the following costs:

1. Mowing & Strimming (6-8 cuts) £75 per cut. 

2. Spray car park & church surrounds £27

3. Winter trim of trees & hedges £195

13.05.17
The Clerk is away for 3-4 weeks in June but will be able to answer any emails if required. In case any extra meetings needed to be called in his absence Julie Thompson who has held the post in the past offered her services at £10PH. This was unanimously agreed and the Clerk will liaise with Julie. 

14.05.17
Clerk Report. 

The Clerk reported that he had received details from Babergh DC Planning regarding their new planning procedure. Although there is training the Clerk is on holiday when the training occurs but felt that this would not be an issue.

15.05.17
Financial Matters:

· Invoices/accounts for payment since the last meeting approved.

· Receipts since last meeting were approved.

· Statement of Account were approved.

16.05.17 

Councillors were asked if there were any matter they wanted to discuss at the next meeting of the Parish Council and were reminded that the Clerk needs to be told at least four days before that meeting. 
Meeting was declared closed at 22:15 hours.
Date of next full meeting: Monday 31st July 2017 at 8:30pm
(The agenda can be seen on the village website http://stanstead.onesuffolk.net/ )
Enquiries to Roy Weedon email stansteadpc@gmail.com

