 Parish of Stanstead

Draft Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council

Held on Monday 31st July 2017
Present     Cllr J. Boyes, Cllr N. Theobald, Cllr G. Lee, Cllr C. Johnsen, Mr D. Kemp (SCC), Mr M. Holt (BDC), Mr S. Plumb (BDC). Mr J. Nunn (BDC) Mr D. Finch and Mr R. Coxhill.
01.07.17
The Chairman welcomed those present to the meeting, opening business at 20.30 hours. Apologies were received from Cllr D Wilson.
02.07.17   The resignation of Cllr A. Cleveland was acknowledged and the clerk was asked to write 
thanking him for his years of service.
03.07.17
Two new co-opted Parish Councillors Mr. David Finch and Mr. Rory Coxhill were unanimously elected. It was noted the Parish Council now has its full quota of councillors.
04.07.17   There was one declaration of interest. Cllr D Finch declared a non-pecuniary interest in
       the Clock Tower Fund
05.07.17   There was one Applications for Dispensation by Cllr D Finch which was accepted.
06.07.17   All unanimously agreed to sign the minutes of 22nd May 2017 as a true record.
07.07.17    Public Forum.
1. There were no members of the public present.
2. Police Report. These can now be seen on the police website as there will be no representation at council meetings. https://www.suffolk.police.uk/your-area/sudbury 
3. County Councillors Report. County Cllr Kemp gave an update of the County Council report including how successful The Suffolk Day had been, the council leaders pledge to support the issues of reducing suicides in the county. He also mentioned that there is a drive to recruit more school governors.
He advised the council that Blooms Hall Road would receive some repairs including scraping the surface of the road, cleaning the culverts and repairing pot holes where appropriate. Cllr Kemp referred to item 13.07.17 and offered full financial support to purchase two Speed Indicator Devices for the village.
4. District Councillors Report. Cllrs Plumb and Holt reported that there is a review by the Boundaries Commission and Babergh DC are proposing to reduce the number of wards from 43 to 31. The clerk was asked to send the details to the members and it was decided that, as any comments need to be with the commission by 14th August, that all members contact the Clerk and Cllr Lee before that date with their views so a coordinated response could be made.

The members were advised that there is now a new joint Local Plan for Babergh & Mid Suffolk districts.     
08.07.17
To Consider Planning Applications

None
09.07.17    Playground
1. Cllr Boyes reported that the play area was in good repair
2. Only one quotation, for cutting the hedge around the car park and playing field, has been received for a total price of £100. This was unanimously accepted.
10.07.17
Neighbourhood Plan.

It was decided to review this over the coming months to see how larger councils dealt with it.
11.07.17
Clock for Church Tower

It was noted that clock tower fund has £5656 deposited. It was agreed that the cost of the new electric winders plus electrical work would be funded 50/50 between the Parish Council and the clock tower fund. Permission from the diocese to carry out the work is still being waited for.
12.07.17
Update on accidents in Lower Street. 
Refer to item 13.07.17

13.07.17
Further to County Cllr Kemp offering to fund the purchase of Speed Indicator Devices (SID) from a SCC allocation it was agreed that the clerk should obtain some quotations. Volunteers need to be trained to move the SIDs to different location around the village. 
14.07.17
Clerk Report. 

· The Clerk reported AON insurance would not be offering Local Authority Insurance after this year and asked permission to pass details on to other potential insurers. This was unanimously agreed.
· It was noted that a notice for listed planning application had been received since the agenda for replacing an existing wall at Fern Cottage. As this application is identical to the earlier application it was decided that an extra meeting need not be held.
· A letter has been received from the Community Centre Committee regarding the availability of the play area at the rear of the building plus the use of bouncy castles by private hirers. Permission was granted for the use of the area but the hirer would be responsible for third party insurance for the bouncy castle. The clerk was asked to write to the committee accordingly.
15.07.17
Financial Matters:

· Invoices/accounts for payment since the last meeting approved.

· Receipts since last meeting were approved.

· Statement of Account were approved.

16.07.17 

Councillors were asked if there were any matter they wanted to discuss at the next meeting of the Parish Council and were reminded that the Clerk needs to be told at least four days before that meeting. It was decided that the pathway adjacent to The Hill needed to be reviewed again as it is overgrown again. The clerk will obtain quotations in preparation for the next meeting.
Meeting was declared closed at 22:30 hours.
Date of next full meeting: Monday 25th September 2017 at 8:30pm
(The agenda can be seen on the village website http://stanstead.onesuffolk.net/ )
Enquiries to Roy Weedon email stansteadpc@gmail.com

