Parish of Stanstead

Draft Minutes of the Extra Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council

Held on Monday 4th September 2017
Present     Cllr J. Boyes, Cllr N. Theobald, Cllr G. Lee, Cllr C. Johnsen, and Cllr R. Coxhill Cllr D Wilson
01.09.17.    The Chairman welcomed those present to the meeting, opening business at 20.30 hours. Apologies were received from Cllr D. Finch 

02.09.17.    There were no Councilors’ declarations of interest in items on this Agenda and Applications for Dispensations. The Clerk declared a non-pecuniary interest in the planning matters regarding Highbank Nursery.
03.09.17         Planning Matters

· DC/17/04145 | Outline Planning Permission - All matters reserved. Erection of 4no dwellings | Highbank Nursery The Hill Stanstead Sudbury Suffolk CO10 9AP

The clerk read out three letters that had been received by or on behalf neighbours objecting to the proposal, these can be viewed on the Babergh Planning Website https://planning.baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=OUGRVMSHG3400 

As the applicants were present the Chair allowed them to speak and they stated that they did not understand why there were objections.

The members of the council discussed the proposal. Cllr Theobold felt that because the council had supported an earlier application for one house which had  changed and now four houses were being proposed, that the council was being used. Cllr Lee stated that he was not against the village growing but the entrance to this site is on a very narrow part of The Hill.
The Clerk was asked to write to Babergh objecting to the plan as below

· There have already been two successful applications for this site B/16/00127 and B/16/01265. The council is of the opinion that as this site is outside of the building envelope any further development would be detrimental to the character of the village.
· The council are concerned that if this application is successful there will be a total of six houses using the access onto The Hill. At the moment, there is only one house. The council believe this increase of traffic flow onto The Hill, where it is only single lane, is dangerous. It was noted that vehicles travelling along The Hill have to pass each other by pulling into the private drives of the houses along the road, and this includes the entrance to Highbank Nursery.
· There is no footpath on The Hill and nowhere for pedestrian to step aside as the banks are too high. 
· As this is only an outline planning application, the council would prefer to see a full application showing style, size and location of properties.
The Council also asked that Babergh Planning take into account the letters received objecting to the application
· DC/17/04166 | Submission of details under Outline Planning Permission B/16/01265 - access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale of 1no dwelling. | Highbank Nursery The Hill Stanstead Sudbury Suffolk CO10 9AP 

The clerk read out a letter of objection from the residents of Bryn Cottage which can be seen on the Babergh Planning Website https://planning.baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=OUIGYKSHGMM00 

As the applicants and a resident of Bryn Cottage was present the Chair allowed a short discussion. . The council members then discussed the application and the clerk was asked to write to Babergh with the following comments
· The original outline plan shows the existing trees to remain between the new site and Bryn Cottage but the full application shows them being replaced by indigenous trees and shrubs.

· The original outline plan shows a new fence between the new site and Bryn Cottage but the full application shows no fence.

· The applicants attended the meeting and stated that it was a mistake not including the fence shown and that they were happy to have one erected before construction work started.

· The owner of Bryn Cottage was present and stated he would be happy with a fence and the existing conifer trees being replaced with mature shrubs and trees

Conclusion

The council received one copy of a letter regarding this application and would ask that it is taken into consideration before a decision is made. 

The council suggest that the following conditions be applied 

1. Once the trees have been taken a 2m fence be erected immediately. 

2. The existing trees are replaced by mature indigenous trees and shrubs.

The reason for these conditions is to protect the privacy already enjoyed by the owners of Bryn Cottage.

DC/17/04232 | Full Planning Application - Erection of two single storey dwellings to rear garden and new vehicular access | Iona Lower Street Stanstead Sudbury Suffolk CO10 9AH https://planning.baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=OUS0S2SH04W00 

The clerk read out two letters objecting to the application. As the two neighbours objecting to the application were present the Chair allowed them to speak for five minutes regarding their objections.
The council members then discussed the application and asked the clerk to write to Babergh Planning objecting for the following reasons

· There is no precedent for back land development in Stanstead therefore the properties will impact adversely on the townscape and landscape of the area.
· The environmental report shows that the land is in danger of alluvial flooding. The applicants who live in “Iona” have previously shown concern to Stanstead Parish Council and Suffolk County Council regarding flooding in their garden affecting the swimming pool.
· There have recently been two serious accidents on the stretch of road where the proposed drive exits. One of the accidents was fatal involving a Stanstead resident and the other caused damage to the applicant’s wall at “Iona”
Conclusion

The council received two copies of letters objecting to the application and would ask that these are taken into consideration before a decision is made. Copies of these letters are attached.

The Parish Council understand that further housing may be needed in Stanstead but feel that this application is not sustainable, not in character with the village, and potentially creates a serious hazard to road users therefore the council recommend that this application be refused. 

Meeting was declared closed at 22:15 hours
Date of the next full meeting is Monday 25th September 2017.

Enquiries to Roy Weedon, 01787 281572 or email stansteadpc@gmail.com

