 Parish of Stanstead

Draft Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council

Held on Monday 27th November 2017
Present    Cllr J. Boyes, Cllr N. Theobald, Cllr G. Lee, Cllr D. Finch, Mr M. Holt & Mr S. Plumb (BDC)               
01.11.17
The Chairman welcomed those present to the meeting, opening business at 20.30 hours. Apologies were received from Cllr C. Johnsen, Cllr R. Coxhill and Mr D. Kemp (SCC), 
02.11.17   There were no declarations of interest. 
03.11.17   There were no Applications for Dispensation.
04.11.17   All unanimously agreed to sign the minutes of 25th September 2017 as a true  

           record.
05.11.17    Public Forum.
1. There were no members of the public present.
2. Police Report. These can now be seen on the police website as there will be no representation at council meetings. https://www.suffolk.police.uk/your-area/sudbury. The council members unanimously decided to drop this item from the agenda. The clerk was asked that a link be put on the Stanstead Village website. 
3. County Councillors Report. County Cllr Kemp sent his apologies, a full report has been sent to members.
4. District Councillors Report. Cllrs Plumb and Holt. 
The main thing in the news is the merger of the district councils and it seems the cabinet want to push it through with minimum consultation. When the merger was put to the electorate in 2011 it was rejected so it could be argued that there should be a referendum in 2018 as the cabinet is not recognising the will of the electorate. One of the purposes of the merger was to reduce cost but since the transformation has taken place wages have actually increased however the reasons for this have not been determined yet.

06.11.17
To Consider Planning Applications

Members noted that there were no new applications and no decisions have been made on DC/17/04145 and DC/17/04232. Application DC/17/04166 had been passed.
07.11.17    Playground
1. Cllr Boyes reported that weekly checks were made.
2. Work has been carried out, following the ROSPA report, by Paul Worricker at an agreed cost of £100. This includes some repairs to fencing.
08.11.17    Flooding in Lower St
Cllrs Lee, Theobold and Boyes met with District Council Officials, but no satisfactory conclusion was reached. Cllr Lee said he would investigate this further.

09.11.17
Joint Local Plan – Consultation Document
Councillors discussed the plan and were pleased that Stanstead is now classified as a Hamlet rather than a Hinterland village. Depending on which strategy Babergh followed it could mean that the numbers of new houses will be limited. 
10.11.17
Neighbourhood Plan.
It was decided to keep reviewing this over the coming months to see how Lawshall and other larger villages progressed. 
11.11.17

Discuss speed signs for the village

The clerk advised the members that a decision needed to be taken by March 2018 as there would be no funding left so hopefully it can be agreed at the next meeting in January. Cllr Lee will be contacting County Cllr Richard Kemp.

12.11.17
Clock for Church Tower
Cllr Theobold advised that he get a photograph showing where the electric cable will be located and give them to the clerk, so he can get authority from the Church Diocese.
13.11.17
Update 0n Data Protection. 
The clerk advised the members that he had attended the course on Data Protection. The latest advice from the training is that there might be a conflict of interest if the clerk is also the Data Protection Officer. The clerk is waiting for clarification regarding this
14.11.17
Discuss repairs to tarmac footpath adjacent to The Hill

Since the path has been sprayed it is now clear of weeds so the situation will be reviewed in June 2018.

15.11.17
 Erection of barriers on footpath No.8

The Clerk will contact County Cllr Kemp.

16.11.17 
Clerk Report 
The clerk advised the members that Cllr Johnson was resigning due to other commitments. The news was received with regret and the clerk was asked to write to Cllr Johnson thanking her for her support and hoping that she may decide to return to office in the future.

17.11.17 
Election of Finance Sub-Committee

Cllrs Lee & Finch were unanimously elected

18.11.17
Decision on Precept for 2018/2019
It was unanimously decided to raise the precept by 2% to £8,488 

19.11.17
Financial Matters:
· Invoices/accounts for payment since the last meeting approved.

· Receipts since last meeting were approved.

· Statement of Account were approved.

20.11.17 

Councillors were asked if there were any matter they wanted to discuss at the next meeting of the Parish Council. No items were suggested.
Meeting was declared closed at 22:15 hours.
Date of next full meeting: Monday 29th January 2018 at 8:30pm
(The agenda can be seen on the village website http://stanstead.onesuffolk.net/ )
Enquiries to Roy Weedon email stansteadpc@gmail.com

