 Parish of Stanstead

Draft Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council

Held on Monday 8th July 2109 
Present   Cllr D Wilson, Cllr D. Finch, Cllr R Coxhill Cllr C Warne Mr S. Plumb (BDC), Mr M Holt (BDC) Mr R Kemp SCC
01.07.19
The Clerk opened the meeting and Cllr D Finch was unanimously elected chairman. Apologies for absence were received from Mr S. Plumb (BDC) and Mr R Kemp SCC

02.07.19   Councillor C Warne declared a pecuniary interest in items relating to grass cutting.  
03.07.19   There were no Applications for Dispensation.
04.07.19   All unanimously agreed to approve and sign the minutes 25th March 2019 as a true record
05.07.19    Public Forum.

1. Members of the public – None 
2. County Councillor’s Report: Noted by email
3. District Councillor’s Report. Babergh Cllr Holt 
There is a new Local Plan in consultation and a copy will be sent to the clerk. Comments will need to be sent therefore an extraordinary meeting will be called.

The Kingfisher Centre in Sudbury is being refurbished

There is a new housing survey for all council tenants.

06.07.19 
To Consider Planning Applications
Applications Received – 
· DC/19/03014 | Planning Application - Re submission of details for the access and shared driveway for the approved planning application DC/19/00992 | Highbank Nursery The Hill Stanstead Sudbury Suffolk CO10 9AP
The members unanimously voted against this proposal and asked the clerk to write to planning asking for a site visit because of the potential danger to traffic on the hill. 
· DC/19/03028 | Planning Application - Erection of 6no. dwellings | Highbank Nursery The Hill Stanstead Sudbury Suffolk CO10 9AP
The members unanimously voted against this proposal and asked the clerk to write to planning showing how the applications have grown from one house to a total of seven and to ask for a site visit. The clerk is also to request that planning take into consideration other objections from Stanstead residents.

Previous Applications were noted 
· Notification of Planning Appeal - AP/18/00150 Rear of Iona – Refused
· DC/19/00653 | Householder Planning Application - Erection of Garage following demolition of existing garage. | Flint Cottage The Hill Stanstead Sudbury Suffolk CO10 9AP – Passed
07.07.19    Playground
Cllr Coxhill signs of rust on some of the equipment which he would clean         up and grease the swings. In the soft play area weeds are growing in the bark. This will be reviewed at next meeting
08.07.19   It was decided to replace the damaged salt bin in Blooms Hall lane and to inspect the others to see if they need replacing. Councillors offered to do the work and the clerk is to arrange a work party
09.07.19   Solicitors letter regarding ownership of land in Blooms Hall Lane where bench is situated is to be signed confirming ownership of land belongs to Mrs Frances Browne.
10.07.19
Maintenance of footpaths was discussed as various parishioners had complained about some paths not being cut. The clerk is to contact the authority responsible for cutting. The clerk did advise that the County Council website states that they only cut certain paths depending on use and importance.
11.07.19
Public Path no 8. A quotation has been received and it was unanimously decided that the cost was too high and that weeding, and spraying would be more beneficial.
12.07.19   Cllr Finch had looked at various savings accounts, but interest rates are very low.
13.07.19 
Council discussed future projects for future investment to enhance and maintain the look of our village including signs and a defibrator 
14.07.19     The clerk read the report regarding the watercourse meeting held 5th April 2019. Cllr Coxhill attended the meeting and explained that the council needs to clear the ditch at the rear of the Community Centre and share the cost with “Copperfields” The clerk to get quotes for the work.

15.07.19
The Clerk explained that illegal fencing had been erected on the public bridleway at Mount Farm Vineyard Stanstead. Cllr Wilson said that a fence had been put into two of the fences with handles for horse riders and another gate was to have a handle put on.
16.07.19
Invoice to Stanstead Village ref footpath maintenance has been received and the members unanimously rejected it as no contract had been made and maintenance of the path is the responsibility of Suffolk County Council. The Clerk advised the members that the resident who sent the letter had already been advised accordingly and referred to SCC website. 

17.07.19
The members were advised by Cllr M Warne that she had received a number of complaints regarding new fencing at Belle Nor, The Hill, Stanstead. The members agreed that the new fencing appeared to be dangerous but as it has already been reported to Babergh Planning and County Highways they would wait to see their reactions
18.07.19     Clerk Report

The Clerk advised that there had been complaints that public paths had not been cut and was asked to investigate.
Lloyds bank have been in touch about an unusual transaction on the account and the Clerk reported it was the money moved from Barclays into the current account.

Road signs need to be renewed or repaired, the clerk to investigate.
21.07.19
Financial Matters:
The end of year accounts and audit were agreed and signed off.
22.07.19 

Councillors were asked if there were any matters they wanted to discuss at the next meeting of the Parish Council. No items were suggested.
Meeting was declared closed at 22:15 hours.
Date of the next full meeting: MONDAY 30th September 2019 @ 7.30pm (The agenda can be seen on the village website http://stanstead.onesuffolk.net/ )
Enquiries to Roy Weedon email stansteadpc@gmail.com

