 Parish of Stanstead

Draft Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council

Held on Monday 27th January 2020 
Present   Cllr D Wilson, Cllr D Finch, Cllr C Warne, Cllr R Coxhill Mr S. Plumb (BDC), Mr M Holt (BDC) 
01.01.20
The Chairman opened the meeting. Apologies from Cllr M Warne and Mr R Kemp (SCC).
02.01.20   No Councillors’ declarations of interest, pecuniary or non-pecuniary, in items on this Agenda except Cllr C Warne regarding hedge cutting in Clerks Report.  
03.11.20   There were no Applications for Dispensation.
04.11.20   All unanimously agreed to approve and sign the minutes 27thth November 2019 as a true record.
05.01.20    Public Forum.

1. Members of the public – None. 
2. County Councillor’s Report: No Report.
3. District Councillor’s Report. Babergh Cllr Plumb & Cllr M Holt.
Cllr Holt advised that the plan for a refurbished Sudbury Bus Station and other areas of Sudbury can be seen at St Peters Church on Wednesday, Thursday & Friday.  
Cllr Plumb advised that the District Council budget had risen by 3% and that Council House rents had risen by 2.7%. 
06.01.20 
To Consider Planning Applications

Applications Received – None
Previous Applications were noted 
· DC/19/04956 | Planning Application - Erection of 1no 1.5 storey dwelling with associated parking and new vehicular access. | Land Adjacent To The Bungalow Lower Street Stanstead CO10 9AH……PASSED
· DC/19/05021 | Householder Planning Application - Erection of front porch and first floor extension over existing rear ground floor extension; Replace conservatory roof | 3 Alston Crescent Stanstead Sudbury Suffolk CO10 9AN……..PASSED
07.01.20    Playground
Report. 
The Clerk reported that Moles had reappeared in the grass at the rear of the Community Centre. It was decided to review the situation at the next meeting.

Cllr Coxhill advised that there were no issues.
08.01.20
 Update on Stanstead Watercourse including Willow trees.
Cllr Warne had received an estimate of what needed doing to clear the ditch at the rear of the Community Centre and the scope of the work includes “Clean out, Re shape existing ditch to the rear of the property. Reinstate the bank of the footpath and grass seed.

Remove any over-hanging branches impeding works”.
“Copperhouse” owns the land on the other side of the dich and are subject to the duties of “riparian rights”. The clerk was asked to contact the owners, who are aware of the problem, and to invite them for discussions. It was also agreed to contact the owners of the four houses on the north side of the Community Centre in “The Hill” plus “Iona” whose land is on the east side of the bank north og the Community Centre. It was suggested that all parties meet at the next full meeting of the Parish Council on Monday 23rd March 2020.
It was agreed that the Willow Trees needed pollarding.

The clerk reminded the members that three quotations were needed which should be opened at the next meeting. It was agreed that all quotations are sent to the clerk.

09.01.20   Salt Bins. The members thanked Colin Warne for replacing the damaged salt bin in Blooms Hall Lane. There are no other issues so item to be taken off agenda.
10.01.20
Tower Clock. There have been a few issues with the electric motor and the council offered their thanks to Neville Theobold who has kept in contact with the supplier and corrects the time as needed. Hopefully the faults have been corrected but if not, the council will need to contact the supplier.
11.01.20
Clerks Report. 
1. The Clerk reported that he had received a letter about border changes but no action required as Stanstead is unchanged.
2. The damage to path No8 opposite Highbank has been reported to Suffolk County Council, in the meantime Cllr Finch had written a letter to Highbank about the damaged caused by their electrical contractors. Mrs Steed had spoken to Cllr C Warne recognising the problem which has been made worse by the high rainfall and the depth of the contractor’s hole. Mrs Steed advised that when the subsidence had stopped the area would be repaired properly. The Clerk also reported that a new temporary repair had been made. 
3. The Pubic Footpath No 3 in Upper St opposite the church and a price of £100 by contractor Colin Warne was accepted to cut back the trees and bushes.
4. Cllr Finch has reported that three footpath signs need replacing and Babergh DC are dealing with it. The first is on Upper St by Juniper Lodge, the second is near Footpath 8 at the Stanstead Hall end. The third is a waymarker in Lower St. Cllr Finch will report any others he comes across.
5. The clerk has reported to Suffolk CC flooding in Upper St by the two new houses.
12.01.20
Financial Matters:

I

Invoices/accounts for payment since the last meeting were approved.
ii.      Receipts since last meeting were approved.
iii.

The Statement of Account was approved.
13.01.20 

Councillors were asked if there were any matters they wanted to discuss at the next meeting of the Parish Council. The following will be included.
· Public footpath signs to be repaired or replaced.

· Update on path No.8 following subsidence caused by electrical contactors hole.
Meeting was declared closed at 22:00 hours.
Date of the next full meeting: MONDAY 23rd March 2020 @ 7.30pm (The agenda can be seen on the village website http://stanstead.onesuffolk.net/ )

Enquiries to Roy Weedon email stansteadpc@gmail.com

