 Parish of Stanstead

Draft Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council

Held on Monday 25th January 2021. 
Present   Cllr D Wilson, Cllr D Finch, Cllr C Warne, Cllr M Warne, Cllr R Coxhill, Mr S. Plumb (BDC), Mr M Holt (BDC), Mr R Kemp (SCC). 
01.01.21
The Chairman opened the meeting and thanked everybody for attending the Council Zoom Meeting. 

02.01.21   There were no Councillors’ declarations of interest, pecuniary. All councillors declared a non-pecuniary in items 13 and 14. 
03.01.21   There were no Applications for Dispensation.
04.01.21   The minutes of the meeting held on the 23rd November 2020 as a true record.
05.01.21
Public Forum

1. Members of the public – None present. 
2. County Councillor’s Report: Richard Kemp
SCC is currently preparing its budget for 2021-22 and the LDGI Group has been preparing its amendments. Richard’s Group has chosen three key priorities for our budget amendment: Warm homes, Supporting community groups and charities through the pandemic, and Income generation &amp; the climate emergency. 
Resisting the decision to reclaim local highways budgets.

Biodiversity strategy adopted.

Full details of January report can be seen on Suffolk County Council reports » Stanstead (onesuffolk.net)
3. District Councillor’s Report. Stephen Plumb & Michael Holt:
Regular bulletins are being produced to give a snapshot of the current Covid-19 situation in Suffolk.

Councillors are set to discuss the first draft of Babergh District Council’s budget for 2021/22 – designed to deliver financial stability post-Covid while still delivering the council’s commitment to climate change.
Parking provision across the district is also on the agenda for Babergh’s cabinet – seeking a way to retain an element of subsidised parking, while encouraging more sustainable transport options for the future, and strengthen the council’s finances.
Babergh District Council has reassured residents that it will continue to have a town centre presence in Sudbury following proposed changes in 2021.
Full details can be seen on Babergh District Council reports » Stanstead (onesuffolk.net)
06.01.21 
To Consider Planning Applications

Applications Received – None
07.01.21 
Playground Report

Cllr Coxhill reported that nothing has changed since the ROSPA inspection.
As the council are looking at new equipment there is probably no need for new chippings.

Cllr M Warne gave a comprehensive report regarding new equipment and the needs of the local children. The Members thanked Cllr M Warne for her work, and it was decided that the Clerk will get some quotations from suppliers based on Cllr M Warne’s findings and present them at the next full meeting. 

08.01.21    Cllr Wilson advised the members that she had applied for the Quiet Lane funding but has not had a reply. She has also spoken to Glemsford Cllr B Stephens, who is the “champion” for Quiet Lanes in Glemsford. I would appear that the funding is limited in what it can do and might not include speed restrictions. Cllr Wilson will continue to get as much assistance as possible.
09.01.21
The Parish Council is looking at the possibility of planting some more trees around the village. County Cllr Kemp advised that any funding would need to be obtained from Babergh DC. District Cllr Holt to advise the Clerk who the contact is so he can discussthe matter with them.
10.01.21
Public footpath signs were discussed. Cllr D Finch reported that Babergh DC stated that two signs were being replaced and another one was low priority.
11.01.21
It was reported by Cllr Finch that the seat on the church green was dilapidated and needed replacing. A lot of the damage is caused by the trees on the green which are overgrown. It was felt that because of its location it was rarely used and a new one would be better located more centrally on the green facing the church. This will be reviewed at the next full meeting. In the meantime, Cllr C Warne will get some quotations for tree cutting.
12.01.21
The gate at the rear of Community Centre field is being accessed to get to the public footpath on the other side of the stream and eroding the bank. As the gate is not on a public footpath it was decided that it would be safer to lock the gate to stop young children running through into the stream, and to stop further damage to the bank. Cllr C Warne is going to fit a lock and the Clerk will put a notice up explaining the reason for the closure. The clerk will also get the notice on the village website, the Contact Magazine, and other means of communication.
13.01.21
Cllr C Warne advised the members that the telephone charges at the Community Centre seem to be excessive and wondered if the Council might change their Broadband provider including a telephone line which is need for staff safety. The members agreed if it is viable and that the Council would invoice the club for the line. The clerk is to look at the costs. 
14.01.21   The Community Centre requires an update on the alarm system approximate cost £700. The members agreed to pay half of the cost.
15.01.21   Clerk Report


The clerk reported that the Precept needed to be decided on and it was agreed to increase by 3% to £9,246.
16.01.21
Financial Matters:
i.        Approved invoices/accounts for payment since the last meeting.

ii.        Approved receipts since last meeting.
17.01.21    It was agreed that the next meeting be on Zoom again to comply with Covid19 regulations.  Zoom details will be shown on the agenda. 
18.11.21 

Councillors were asked if there were any matters, they wanted to discuss at the next meeting of the Parish Council. The following will be included: 
Meeting was declared closed at 21:30 hours.
Date of the next full meeting: Monday 22nd March 2021 at 19:30pm (The agenda can be seen on the village website http://stanstead.onesuffolk.net/ )

Enquiries to Roy Weedon email stansteadpc@gmail.com

