 Parish of Stanstead

Draft Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council

Held on Monday 26th July 2021. 
Present   Cllr D Wilson, Cllr D Finch, Cllr C Warne, Cllr M Warne, Cllr R Coxhill, Mr S. Plumb (BDC), Mr M Holt (BDC) Mr R Kemp (SCC)
01.07.21
The Chairman opened the meeting and thanked everybody for attending the Council Meeting. 

02.07.21   There were no Councillors’ declarations of interest, pecuniary or non-pecuniary. 
03.07.21   There were no Applications for Dispensation.
04.07.21   The minutes of the meeting held on the 24th May 2021 as a true record.
05.07.21
Public Forum

1. Members of the public – Charlie Corne who is a resident of Stanstead talked about the need for fibre broadband in the village particularly as the broadband strength reduced dramatically the further it it is from the Open Reach box in Lower Street. Mr Corne stated that he represented a number of residents in Stanstead and asked if the council would assist him to find out how many people in the village would be interested. Open Reach do not plan to install fibre into the village for several years and Mr Corne hopes with council support he can put pressure on Open Reach to bring the installation forward, he also mentioned that there are government grants available.
Cllr C Warne mentioned that several residents use County Broadband and are happy with the broadband strength.

The clerk read out an email he had received from Chris Mison who is also a Stanstead resident stating that County Broadband are also offering a fibre service and through Parish Council pressure have installed fibre in Foxheath and other small villages at a competitive price.
The members asked the clerk to assist Mr Corne in his endeavour to get Open Reach to move forward with installation and to look at other suppliers such as County Broadband.

2. County Councillor’s Report: Last report on Stanstead Website
County Cllr Kemp reiterated that Covid-19 is still a big issue. The SCC have implemented a review of special needs within the county. The Boundary Commission have revised their plan. Cllr Kemp also advised that he still has a locality budget.

Full details of reports can be seen on Suffolk County Council reports » Stanstead (onesuffolk.net)
3. District Councillor’s Report. Stephen Plumb & Michael Holt:
Babergh District Council have offered funding to local business called “Back to Business”
A project has started to reduce fly tipping called “SCRAP”

A Green property funding has been introduced.

Full details can be seen on Babergh District Council reports » Stanstead (onesuffolk.net)
06.07.21 
To Consider Planning Applications

The members reviewed an earlier planning application by Highbank Nursery which had been passed by Babergh District Council. It had been reported by several villagers that a lot of work had started on the Highbank site, and it appeared that only one main contractor is being used. The Parish Council was under the impression that the houses were “self-build” but this doesn’t appear to be so therefore CIL payments should me made? District Councillor S Plumb suggested that the Clerk write to Babergh planning enforcement and copy him into the email.
07.07.21 
Playground Report
Cllr Coxhill reported that there was no change from previous reports.
The Clerk advised that there is going to be a ROSPA inspection in September

The clerk has arranged to meet a new play equipment contractor on Wednesday 28th July at 3pm, Chairman Cllr Finch is attending the meeting as well.
08.07.21    Cllr Finch advised the members that some of the new signs had been installed.
09.07.21
The trees on the Church Green were cut about May but the clerk has not reciedved an invoice, Cllr Finch will remind contractor..
10.07.21
It was decided to install a new seat on the church green using the balance of CIL funding
11.07.21   Clerk Report

Cllr M Warne has received details from SCC about getting planning to plant a tree for Coronation Anniversary  on the green opposite Valley View, however the members felt that the cost was prohibitive e and will look at other options.


12.07.21
CIL balance to be used for item 10.07.21
13.07.21
Financial Matters:
End of year accounts were approved.
i.        Approved invoices/accounts for payment since the last meeting.

ii.        Approved receipts since last meeting.
14.07.21 

Councillors were asked if there were any matters, they wanted to discuss at the next meeting of the Parish Council. The following will be included: 
Meeting was declared closed at 21:30 hours.
Date of the next full meeting: Monday 4th October 2021 at 19:30pm (The agenda can be seen on the village website http://stanstead.onesuffolk.net/ )

Enquiries to Roy Weedon email stansteadpc@gmail.com

