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New Pilot Scheme 'Adopt a Post Office' launched in Suffolk
Suffolk Trading Standards and Suffolk Police have been working with local post offices to trial the new 'Adopt a Post Office' scheme to share information about scams directly with communities.

Launched this week at the One Stop Stores on Ipswich Street, Stowmarket and at Post Office on Penzance Rd, Kesgrave, Trading Standards and local neighbourhood policing teams will be able to work with sub-postmasters and staff to highlight various types of crimes that could affect their customers such as mail scams, internet dating scams and rogue doorstep traders.

Officers will not be permanently based within the branches but through their relationship with the Post Office, the teams can be present at periods of high footfall enabling them to interact with more residents.

Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Trading Standards Councillor Matthew Hicks said:
"This is a really positive piece of partnership working, aimed at supporting the work of Police and Trading Standards in the local community. I am delighted that we have had the support of the post offices and local shops in Kesgrave and Stowmarket. Being a central part of the community along with their friendly approach to customers is an excellent way to reach Suffolk residents who may not have family and friends that they can turn to for advice on the latest scams."

Many people use post offices to transfer money, sometimes this money is sent to scammers. Common "cons" include people sending cash on the promise of lottery prizes, or transferring money to internet ‘friends’ who have asked for money under the pretext of needing help.  With this new pilot, when post office staff suspect someone is being scammed, they will contact specialist officers from Trading Standards and Suffolk Police who will then offer advice and support.

Community Engagement - give your feedback on Council's new highways asset management approach
Suffolk County Council is keen to engage with communities and hear from residents what they think about the new policy.
This engagement is part of the council's adoption of a new approach to managing maintenance of highways infrastructure across the county. Highways infrastructure assets are the most valuable asset owned and managed by any local authority. It provides vital access and connection for communities and serves the local economy to support the quality of life of residents and road users. With increasing financial pressures on local authorities and the drive for more efficient use of the limited resources, the level of funding for the management of highways assets are under continuous scrutiny.

Highway infrastructure asset management is recognised as being the most cost efficient means of managing a highway network.

Central Government has been encouraging this approach for some time, and a large element of its highways funding to local authorities is now linked to taking this approach. Suffolk County Council has partially worked in this way for some time, but is now looking to fully implement an asset management approach to protect the value of our highways infrastructure assets, taking on board the best practice that has developed in this area over the last 10 years.

Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport, Cllr James Finch said: “Suffolk’s highways network is the largest and most visible community asset for which the County Council is responsible. It's vitally important for our local economy and the quality of life of Suffolk's residents and road users. Asset management is recognised as being the most cost efficient way of managing a highway network, and our proposed Highways Infrastructure Asset Management Plan (HIAMP) sets out levels of service, performance targets and how these will be met. To find out more about the adoption of this new approach and to learn more about what this means for highways in particular communities, I would encourage people to read a copy of the draft Highways Infrastructure Asset Management Plan and return their views through the online survey.”
By fully adopting an Asset Management approach to maintaining our highways network, we will look to obtain best value from our highways assets by balancing costs, risks, opportunities and achievable benefits. It is more than what we do to highways; it's also about how our highways network performs to meet the needs of Suffolk’s residents and road users.
The period of community engagement is open now and closes on Thursday 15 September 2016.
Suffolk County Council reacts to East Anglia Rail Franchise Announcement
Significant period of investment in region’s rail services lies ahead to improve services for residents.
Reacting to today’s rail franchise announcement that confirms Abellio Greater Anglia will be responsible for delivering rail services in Suffolk and throughout East Anglia over the next nine years, Leader of Suffolk County Council, Cllr Colin Noble said: “Having a commitment to deliver both Ipswich in 60 and Norwich in 90 as part of the new franchise award is a significant achievement. It’s inclusion is a testament to the patient, persistent campaigning and real team work, particularly from MPs Ben Gummer and Chloe Smith, Mark Pendlington and the New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership, local councillors and members of the public. This is the beginning of a huge challenge for Abellio Greater Anglia. Over the next nine years they need to make good on the promises they have made. They make some very clear commitments to speed up journey times and significantly improve on what customers currently experience, including introducing new trains. We will continue to work with and challenge Abellio Greater Anglia and Network Rail to ensure Suffolk’s residents see the improvement in services they deserve.”

Businesses urged to 'BEE' quick and apply for funding to cut their energy costs
Businesses in Suffolk and Norfolk can save money for free, thanks to the latest project helping businesses become greener and cut their energy costs.
The BEE Anglia project provides small to medium sized businesses with a free energy efficient audit from an independent source; allowing business owners and managers to discuss technologies and opportunities from energy efficient lighting to bio-mass boilers and various new equipment that could save the business money and energy. Companies who have already started to go through this process have enjoyed benefiting from the independent and expert viewpoint, that is not biased to one technology or another. The project is funded by the European Regional Development Fund and is being delivered across the region through a partnership of Groundwork, Norfolk County Council, NWES and Suffolk County Council.

Cllr Matthew Hicks, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Environment and Public Protection, welcomed the launch of the project, adding: “We know that this kind of support and guidance provides a real benefit to businesses, helping them to cut costs and be more resilient to changing energy prices. I’m delighted that we’re able to offer such a comprehensive package to so many companies”
There are three core offers that have been designed to help businesses reduce carbon and save money using independent advice, funding and recognition for their efforts.  To date the project has reviewed 38 organisations and identified cost savings of £770,574 (£20,278 per business), and carbon savings of 13,997.7t (368.4t per business). The savings identified are the equivalent of 4,160 flights from London to Sydney.

Grant funding is available towards a wide range of equipment and technologies, although the pot for this is limited and interest is expected to be high.

Tim Basey-Fisher from St. John’s Hall Storage in Beccles commented: “Having a BEE Anglia advisor come to our business and take the time to understand our individual needs and requirements was very valuable; the report that they produced for us has enabled us to prioritise improvements to our premises that will have the most significant energy and cost savings and reduce our carbon footprint. The fact they could then help us with a grant towards this was a very welcome bonus.”
The BEE Anglia partnership is working closely with the Carbon Charter which recognises environmental commitments and progress and has been specifically designed to be of practical benefit to businesses. Accreditation brings membership to the active Charter network, with extensive opportunities for sharing best practice and developing business contacts. Accreditation with the Carbon Charter usually comes at a cost but is fully funded through BEE Anglia.

Harry Haddaway from Woolley in Bury St Edmunds said: “Gaining Gold Carbon Charter certification has been so beneficial to our business and has helped our customers and staff understand our commitment to being a greener business. The membership of the charter network has helped us learn from other businesses, introduced us to some great local businesses, and allowed us to share our knowledge and experience with the rest of the network. Woolley is committed to continually improving the integration of sustainability into our working environment and business practices and to promoting these as far as possible, the gold award shows us and our customers that we practice what we preach.”
If any organisation is interested in the service, they can:

· register their interest online at www.beeanglia.org
· call Groundwork on 01473 350370
Dedicated advisors will be able to answer any queries about eligibility for the programme or potential grant projects.
Rural Parishes in Suffolk urged to 'stop complaining' about highways problems and 'take responsibility' themselves
Rural parishes in Suffolk should “stop complaining” about delays to highways work and “take responsibilty” for it themselves, a senior county councillor has said.  Suffolk County Council (SCC) vice-chairman Stephen Burroughes, made the comments after receiving complaints about overgrown verges from people in his Framlingham division.

Mike Porter, who is responsible for highways at Cookley and Walpole Parish Council, two of the 24 divisions in Mr Burroughes’ division, claimed rural Suffolk was “getting the short end of the stick” from SCC. He said he was “furious” with the delays to repairing to potholes and verge clearances in the village. In nearby Heveningham, farmer Alan Rush said last month that the delays to verge clearances in small rural roads had become “farcical”.

Mr Burroughes, whose division stretches from Hacheston to Chediston, said he had contacted the highways team several times to find out when verge cutting would take place, but found the schedule sent was “out of date pretty much as soon as I received it”. He suggested highways jobs would be better devolved to parish councils or landowners, and highlighted the importance of farmers maintaining their own boundaries. “Parishes need to stop complaining and step up and take responsibility for their parishes,” he added. “They already have the appropriate insurances and can raise their precept accordingly. They know their villages better than anyone else and should be able to manage them accordingly.”

The suggestion received short shrift form Mr Porter, however, who said few parishes would have the resources to organise scheduled verge clearance, which could be carried out far more cheaply using the economy of the scale available to the county council. “This is just a means of shovelling the job on to the parish council and hoping it will take the cost,” he added.

Mr Rush also dismissed the suggestion, claiming that “health and safety would make it extremely difficult” to arrange.

An SCC spokesman said rural and urban areas were treated the same. “We cut the grass on verges of A & B roads twice and year and once on the other roads,” he added. “Additional cutting in urban areas and on housing estates is undertaken by district councils.”

Long Distance Councillor Brian Riley forced to resign from Suffolk County Council

Nearly 18 months after he emigrated from Hadleigh to North Carolina, Suffolk County Councillor Brian Riley has been forced to resign.
He has stood down just days before he would have been removed from the authority after failing to attend a meeting for more than six months. He has stood down just days before he would have been removed from the authority after failing to attend a meeting for more than six months.
Mr Riley has contacted us to say that he has decided to “stand back from politics” – except trying to play a small role in getting Hillary Clinton elected as US President! He was elected Conservative county councillor for Hadleigh in May 2013, winning the seat that had been held by Liberal Democrat David Grutchfield for 24 years before he retired from the authority.
However in March 2015 Mr Riley announced that he was emigrating to Raleigh in North Carolina, but intended to continue as county councillor from his new home nearly 4,000 miles from Suffolk. He returned to the county from time to time, and attended occasional county council meetings, meaning he could still claim his allowance of £10,273. However he was not entitled to claim expenses for his travel to the UK.
The law says that while councillors can retain their seats after moving away from the area they represent, they do have to attend at least one meeting every six months – unless they get special dispensation, usually only granted for illness or because they are serving in the forces as a reservist.
Mr Riley last attended a meeting in February, and had to call off a meeting in May – meaning the six-month cut off is this week. He resigned just before the deadline. His resignation means there will now be a by-election in Hadleigh, but whoever is elected will only serve a few months before the next all-out county council elections in May 2017.
The Conservatives have already selected a candidate to fight the seat – Babergh councillor Kathryn Grandon – and the Liberal Democrats and Labour are expected to select their candidates soon.
Mr Riley said he had hoped to stay in touch with events in Hadleigh by e-mail and Skype, and earlier this year wrote to us to outline what he felt he had achieved while living in the US. However in an e-mail from Raleigh, North Carolina, he said: “I am standing back from politics – except for being a minor character in trying to get Hillary elected in this swing state.”
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