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Suffolk County Council reacts to East Anglia rail franchise announcement
Significant period of investment in regions rail services lies ahead to improve services for residents.  
Reacting to the recent rail franchise announcement confirms Abellio Greater Anglia will be responsible for delivering rail services throughout East Anglia over the next nine years, leader of Suffolk County Council, Cllr Colin Noble said:   “ Having a commitment to deliver both Ipswich in 60 and Norwich in 90 as part of the new franchise award is a significant achievement. Its inclusion is a testament to the patient, persistent campaigning and real team work, particularly from MPs Ben Gummer and Chloe Smith, Mark Pendlington and the New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership, local councillors and members of the public.  This is the beginning of a huge challenge for Abellio Greater Anglia. Over the next nine years they need to make good on the promises they have made.  They make some very clear commitments to speed up journey times and significantly improve on what customers currently experience, including introducing new trains. We will continue to work with and challenge Abellio Greater Anglia and Network Rail to ensure Suffolk’s residents see the improvement they deserve”.
Suffolk Trading Standards issue warning not to get ‘caught’ by rogue fish sellers
Suffolk County Council Trading Standards are warning residents to be on the lookout for rouge fish sellers.  The trading standards team have received intelligence that rouge fish sellers, who first targeted residents across Suffolk in July, are due to return to the country this month.
The sellers are known for cold-calling and offering pre-packed fish for sale, in some cases offering to put it directly into the victims freezer. The victims have been either misled on the type of fish they were buying, grossly overcharged or subjected to high pressure sales tactics and sold far more fish than they would normally wish to buy.  In July a victim in Woodbridge was duped into paying £165 for 20 polystyrene packs containing two fish in each pack.
Incidents were also reported in and around the Wigmore Close area of Ispwich. The doorstep callers were quite distinct as they both wore half length white fishmongers coats.  On the back of these reports Suffolk trading standards have issued caution and advice to residents. 

Suffolk County Councillor Matthew Hicks, Cabinet Member for Environment and Public Protection said:  “Our general advice would be not to do business on the doorstep with sellers of goods or services. Often these sellers prey on the most vulnerable who are less likely to refuse what may appear to be a bargain.  It is so important that we do all we can to empower people in Suffolk so they have the confidence to say no to doorstep sellers. Ultimately, for all our purchases, it is better to deal with reputable traders, who you know and trust.”.

Trading standards has a supply of door-stickers that tell traders that they should not call at the property, and that they commit an offence if they stay.

Residents who have had an issue with any goods purchased or who would like to receive a door sticker are asked to contact the citizens advice consumer service on 03454 040506 who will pass information on to Suffolk Trading Standards. 

Devolution outcomes to be considered by Norfolk and Suffolk leaders
The Norfolk and Suffolk Devolution consultation outcomes will be considered by council leaders on 7th September, ahead of submission to the Secretary of State.
Throughout the consultation period, councils and the New Anglia LEP engaged with a wide range of people including town and parish councils, councillors, businesses, members of the public and partner organisations, such as health and higher education.

More than 10,000 responses were received via a range of channels. The majority of responses, 6,080, were received via a telephone survey carried out by Ipsos-Mori. The survey gained views from a cross section of people, reflecting the population of the two counties. 

· 53% supported the principle of devolution

· There was strong support for more decisions to be taken locally across a range of issues with decisions relating to road maintenance funding coming out on top

· There was 52% support for a Mayor and 58% support for councils to come together as a Combined Authority.  29% opposed election of a Mayor and 25% opposed establishing a Combined Authority

· Job creation and young people either earning or learning came out as top priorities for the combined authority to invest in
250 businesses of various sizes across the two counties were also surveyed by Mori:

· 54% supported the principle of devolution

· Strong support for more decisions to be taken locally across a range of issues with decisions relating to road maintenance funding coming out on top

· 59% supported councils joining together as a combined authority and 47% supportive of a mayor, with 27% opposed

· Young people earning or learning was businesses top priority for the combined authority to invest in.

In addition, the New Anglia LEP in conjunction with the Norfolk and Suffolk Chambers of Commerce held a series of breakfast briefings during July and the Chambers of Commerce also produced their own e-newsletters. This activity has resulted in a number of business leaders sending letters to government supporting devolution. 

The survey was also available via the East Anglia Devolution website and council websites and more than 2,900 people responded. The survey was open to everyone but the results show that certain groups and geographical areas were better represented than others.  For example less than 5% of responses came from under 24s when in reality they make up more than 25% of the two counties population.  Response levels were also not evenly spread across the various borough and district areas. 

Whilst there was less support for a mayor or combined authority through the self-service survey, more than 50% of people responding supported the principle of devolution.  Again, strong support for more decisions to be taken locally with road maintenance coming out top and investment by the combined authority in transport and broadband infrastructure ranked highest. 

A summary of all responses will be reported to the Secretary of State once it has been considered signed off by Leaders.  If the Secretary of State thinks that the necessary statutory tests have been met, he will lay a draft order before Parliament. However, only if all the local councils and the LEP that endorsed the proposed deal in June approve the order will plans progress. 

Record number of Suffolk Schools now pass the Ofsted test
As more Suffolk schools move up the Ofsted ratings, a record number now have ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’ marks from the official watchdog. And the improvement in Suffolk is running at twice the rate of that across the country as a whole with more than 82% of schools now rated as ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’ by Ofsted.

The county’s cabinet member for education, Gordon Jones has prepared a report for the next full meeting of the authority which gives details of the improvements made of recent months, and details continued improvements at individual schools. 

The number of schools rated good or outstanding in Suffolk has increased by 6% over the last year – Nationally the increase has been 3%.

In his report Mr Jones says “I am encouraged by this progress, which clearly demonstrates the dedication and commitment of education providers, families, communities and businesses to working together to ensure that every child can achieve their full potential”.

The report reveals recent Ofsted reports show that Elmswell Primary, Laxfield Primary, St Felix Primary in Haverhill, Fressingfield Primary and Hadleigh Community Primary have all gone from ‘requires improvement’ rating to ‘good’ in inspections over recent months. 

Mr Jones said the work done by the Raising the Bar campaign is now really starting to pay off in results and hoped that continues to improve in future.   However, he warned it is difficult to compare the record figure of 82% with earlier years because the way Ofsted inspected schools has changed, but the significant improvements over recent inspections is certainly significant.

As well as improved Ofsted ratings from primary schools, A-level and GCSE results in Suffolk showed significant improvements last month, especially in some schools and academies where there had been a problem in the past. 
Raising the Bar Community Fund grants are now available
A community fund programme that has been created by Suffolk County Council as part of its Raising the Bar Programme is now open for applications.
The Raising the Bar Community grant of up to £20,000 is available for projects aiming to provide a positive environment where learning is valued and children are encouraged; In particular the grant looks to support the involvement of parents and carers in a way that compliments learning at school and early years settings.

Funding is available to voluntary and community Sector organisations, and is recognition of the valuable contribution that the voluntary and community sector can make to the education of children and young people.  In projects, the organisations will be expected to work in partnership with schools or nurseries.

This grant programme has been created by Suffolk County Council as part of its Raising the Bar Programme and involves working in partnership with Suffolk Community Foundation who administer the programme. The current round is targeting projects focused on parental involvement, particularly supporting those who are disadvantaged or deprived. A grant of up to £20,000 is available to spend over the course of one year but lower cost projects will be equally welcome. 

We would generally expect for the higher cost projects to involve more than one school and be more transformational
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