Shaping the future of Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service - public meetings planned for 2016


As part of Suffolk County Council’s ongoing public consultation looking at the future provision for Suffolk’s fire service, a timetable of Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS) hosted public meetings has been set for early 2016 to enable people to learn more about what is being proposed and have their say.


Fire officers are encouraging people to attend the meetings across the county so that their views can be taken into account before the proposals are finalised and any decisions are made. The consultation closes on 22 February 2016.
 
The events are on the following dates and locations:
 
6 Jan 2016 - Bury St Edmunds – West Suffolk House, 6.30pm-8.30pm
 
14 Jan 2016 – Ipswich – Endeavour House, 6.30pm-8.30pm
 
8 Jan 2016 – Wrentham – Village Hall, 6.30pm-8.30pm
 
01 Feb 2016 – Lowestoft – Riverside Centre, 6.30pm-8.30pm
 
03 Feb 2016 – Sudbury – Town Hall, 6.30pm-8.30pm
 

To attend any of these events, please email fireserviceredesign@suffolk.gov.uk confirming which meeting date and venue you wish to attend. This will help the team to ensure that there are sufficient facilities available for each meeting. In addition to the meetings hosted by SFRS, officers and councillors have also been invited to attend a number of other town, parish and area meetings and dates are published on the SFRS website as they are confirmed. The details of those meetings can be found on the Fire Service Redesign page here

The consultation seeks views on a range of specific proposals for changing the way the fire and rescue service is set-up across the county. These proposals will help meet the on-going reductions in central funding for the fire and rescue service and also reflect the changing shape of demand on the Service over the last 10 years.
The Fire and Rescue Authority's Integrated Risk Management Plan currently identifies the following proposals:
 
Reduce the number of fire engines in Ipswich, Bury St Edmunds and Lowestoft
 
Replace the second fire engine at Sudbury with a rapid response fire engine
 
Close Wrentham fire station
These are challenging proposals but they will ensure that the Fire Service is fit to continue to provide a balance of Emergency Response, Prevention and Protection services to communities across Suffolk:
Prevention – working with young, elderly and vulnerable people to  promote community safety and fire prevention
 
Protection – working with business to support them meeting their legal fire safety protection requirements
Emergency Response – providing 24/7 999 emergency response services across the county and supporting large scale emergencies in the UK.
 
Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Environment and Public Protection, Cllr Matthew Hicks said: “The Council recognises the importance of our fire and rescue service and has, over recent years, done everything possible to protect it against reductions in grant funding from the Government. We have invested in fire stations, training facilities, new fire engines, better firefighting clothing and the latest equipment; and we have established a fantastic collaborative approach between Suffolk’s blue light emergency partners, with plans for more shared stations in the future.  

“Without question, this is a challenging set of proposals. However, they have been shaped by fire officers following an assessment of the risk in Suffolk and the feedback received during a pre-consultation exercise held in the summer. I now encourage people to respond to this full consultation so we can have a wide a range of views to help inform our future decisions regarding the shape of Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service.

“I am confident that were the proposals implemented Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service could continue to deliver what I think is an outstanding service to the residents of Suffolk”
  
To give your views on the consultation:
 
You can email us at: FireServiceRedesign@suffolk.gov.uk 
You can call the Service Redesign team  01473 260457  between 9am and 5pm (Monday to Friday)
[bookmark: _GoBack]You can send us a letter: Service Redesign Team Manager, Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service HQ 8, Russell Rd, Ipswich, IP1 2BX
Further details on the consultation can be seen at www.suffolk.gov.uk/fireredesign
 
 
Councillor Contacts
Councillor Matthew Hicks (Con), cabinet member for environment and public protection, 01728 628176, 07824 474741,matthew.hicks@suffolk.gov.uk
 
Councillor Peter Gardiner (Lab), shadow portfolio holder for public protection, 01473 711612, 07545 423825,peter.gardiner@suffolk.gov.uk
 
Councillor Bill Mountford (UKIP), leader of the UKIP group, 07707 447405, bill.mountford@suffolk.gov.uk
 
Councillor David Wood (Lib Dem), leader of the Liberal Democrat and Independent group, 01473 328269, 07545 423831,david.wood@suffolk.gov.uk
 
Councillor Trevor Beckwith (Independent), Green and Independent group spokesman, 07776 157729, trevor.beckwith@suffolk.gov.uk
 

