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COVID-19 UPDATE - Summary
Latest Government advice is available here: www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
Latest SCC information is available here: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/
Changes to Children's Centres challenged by opposition
On 25 August, the Cabinet agreed to reduce the number of Children’s Centres in Suffolk from 38 to 17 full-time and 11 part-time Family Hubs. 8 centres will be repurposed for nurseries or SEND provision, whilst 2 will close permanently (Chatterbox in Ipswich and Caterpillar in Woodbridge).
The council has said that this is not a cost-saving exercise and that any savings will be used to fund additional staff for outreach work. However, I am very concerned that the loss of so many centres will have a detrimental effect on families, particularly those in rural areas who may now find it more difficult to access support.
My group worked with the Labour group to collectively challenge the Cabinet’s decision. This challenge has been accepted as valid by the council’s Monitoring Officer, and so the decision will be suspended until it has been looked at by the Scrutiny Committee on 11 September. The Scrutiny Committee will either confirm the Cabinet’s decision or ask the Cabinet to reconsider the decision.

Update on school transport arrangements for September
Suffolk County Council has confirmed that it will initially not be offering spare seats on school transport. This is due to social distancing requirements, which have reduced the capacity on school buses. However, parents may be able to apply for a spare seat from October half term.
The council has also confirmed the arrangements for masks and social distancing on school transport. The rules vary depending on the type of transport used:
· Dedicated closed routes (vehicle only carries school children) – social distancing will not apply, face coverings are recommended for children aged 11+
· Shared routes (most passengers are pupils, but may be some members of the public) – pupils should observe social distancing guidelines with members of the public but they can sit next to members of their family or school, face coverings are mandatory unless a child is exempt from wearing one
· Public transport – social distancing will apply, face coverings are mandatory unless a child is exempt from wearing one

Proposed cycle routes - Long Melford
The following schemes are being considered as part of a 5 year plan for cycle routes/improvements in and around Long Melford. The rolling 5 year plan is a dynamic document in which new schemes can be added and ranked by the potential numbers of cyclists and the value for money (using the government recommended toolsets).
· Valley Walk is a long standing request to provide a sealed surface, and SCC have received support and resistance to this proposal, some prefer it as it is

· A134 Sustrans have identified that their national cycle route crosses the busy A134 and they are in the process of de-designating their routes on busy roads

· Long Melford to Lavenham is a proposal which needs further work to identify the route and has yet to be “scored” with a BCR

None of these schemes have been subjected to an in depth feasibility study and only the essential details of each request are provided.
Suffolk's resilience partners urge people to queue responsibly outside bars and pubs
Although the restrictions on lockdown have been relaxed over the past two months, Covid-19 still represents a serious risk to the public, no matter what their age.

Now, more than ever, there is no room for complacency through thinking the virus is beaten or individuals are not at risk of contracting it. People are being asked to continue that approach:
· Keep 2 metres apart from others wherever possible

· Leave your details with the pub or bar

· Keep washing your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds

· Keep using hand sanitiser gel, if soap and water are not available
Free cycling sessions for the people of Suffolk
We've launched our vision for cycling and walking, including “free cycling training for everyone who wants it” following the Prime Minster's announcement.
The county council’s Bikeability team is now offering FREE cycling sessions to provide practical skills on how to cycle on today’s roads. Everyone is welcome to take part from adults, families and children. The sessions are aimed at those who want to cycle more regularly whether to keep fit, to commute to work or school, or to visit friends.

A session lasts between 2 and 2.5 hours and is delivered by a fully qualified Bikeability Cyclist Trainer. The trainer chats to you first about what you are trying to achieve and tailors the session for your specific needs.

It is also promoting the Government’s Fix Your Bike £50 voucher scheme, and has provided funding to Greater Anglia to install more cycle racks at their train stations across Suffolk to help more people make cycling part of their commute or daily routine.

For further information on the active travel measures Suffolk County Council is putting in place across Suffolk and to sign up for a free cycling session visit: suffolk.gov.uk/cyclingandwalking
Infrastructure Board Established to oversee costs of large projects
It has emerged that Suffolk County Council established an Infrastructure Board in November 2019 to oversee large infrastructure projects and ensure they remain within budget. This is in response to a number of recent projects where costs have increased dramatically, including the Upper Orwell Crossings which was eventually abandoned after costs increased by £43m.  The board is currently only made up of officers.
Cabinet agrees to £65m loan to cover costs of Lowestoft Third Crossing
The Cabinet has given final approval for the Lowestoft Lake Lothing Third Crossing, and revealed that the name of the new bridge will be “Gull Wing Lowestoft”.
However, the cost of the bridge is now much higher than originally estimated. The report prepared for Cabinet estimated that the total cost of delivering the bridge is £126.75m, with an additional £19m allocated as a contingency for any unforeseen risks. The original estimate was £91.73m.
To fund the building of the bridge, Suffolk County Council will spend £6.9m of its own money, receive £73.39m of funding from the Department of Transport and borrow up to £64.96m. It is expected that construction work will begin in Spring 2021.
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